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Web Caching - John Nelson/Jeff Lukin

Chart 1 - Web caching

- Internal LAN is not responsive due to network traffic, let's save bandwidth.  They believe they can save 30-40% of bandwidth and increase response time to users on both the WAN and LAN's.

- More secure because cache server proxies the web servers.

Chart 2 - Concept

- They are looking at reverse caching.

- This cache prevents traffic entering the LAN

- Load on server is decreased

Chart 3 - Pilot

- Doing a pilot, using a cache cluster

- Resolving issues with webmasters

- Standardize configuration that could be duplicated at other centers.

Chart 4 - Benefits

- Saving money by delaying the web site upgrade requirements for all internal web sites behind the Cache

- Better PR by having better response time

- Security improvement by reducing points of entry.

Chart 5 - Admin Issues

- One thing is a center approach for caching, another approach is an agency-wide at internet access points which puts content as far to the network.

- All logs of all cached or uncached transfers are in the cache log.  Each Webmaster can get his log file for his system in the format that he prefers.

- Stats Reports - Software for performance analysis.  Webmasters can still process own logs,

- Are researching the ability for an admin being able to force cache refresh on a per site/per page way.

- They are participating in a free pilot to test the concept of purchasing hit counts from caching being done by other ISP's.

Discussion

- Will it be provided by ODIN?  No this is a NISN project - we work for CSC

- Suggested that it would be best to be a NISN infrastructure service.

- If you have more than one Cache at different 'net connect points or a super-cache the logs would have to be combined -- this is being investigated.

- Security - Inktomi provides a layered product on an OS.  Linux runs faster than Solaris.  So security is similar to a web server.

- Dynamic content and data streaming? MSFC person go to Cache for MSFC site?  DNS is how they direct people to the cache server vs. the origin server. 

- Inktomi has a plug-in which will split a single stream to x number of users.

Cache will not cache dynamic data; it will only pass through as a proxy.

- Kathy Hatley / Bessie Whitaker are NASA contacts leading project.  

- Moving from Pilot to a larger pilot, competing for CIO money to implement a MSFC solution.  Nothing is solid; no timetable yet.

NASA Search - Brian Dunbar

- Talked to many vendors and with FirstGov with only a NASA search.  Moving forward for implementation plan with funding.  A PDR to move forward to the project codes.

508 - Linda Porter

- Chas/Linda looking at another product to help move toward 508 (Pagescreamer).  

- A mtg. set up to discuss intelligent alt tags for auto-generated web-served images with NOAA has not occurred yet.

- GSA said 508 is forward-looking, and 504 covers existing programs.  508 provides the tech guidelines for how the public can access federal programs for existing web sites.  Means deadline isn't real, but we still need a plan.

